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= Question 1 ML is enrolled in a clinical trial for chemotherapy and has been informed by her phy: 
AERE pean 10:52396 are no side effects to the regimens. The study nurse informs you that the physician did not want the 
patient to be aware of the side effects of chemotherapy because of his belief that information may 
harm the patient and cause her to refuse a treatment. 


Finish review Incorrect 


Of the following options listed, the ethical principle most violated in this situation is: 


Select one: 


Confidentiality% 


Non- 

malelicenice: Rose Wang (ID: 113212) this answer is incorrect. Non-maleficence is doing no harm, 
but this is not an ethical principle involved. 

Veracity Y 


Beneficence % 


Marks for this submission: 0.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information, 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing harm where possible. It is essentially the opposite of beneficence or doing good for the patient. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Veracity - Veracity is the principle of telling the truth without misconception. The doctor has not told 
the truth about the possible side effects. 


Incorrect Answers: 
* Confidentiality - Confidentiality is not an ethical principle, it is associated with fidelity. 
* Non-maleficence - Non-maleficence is doing no harm, but this is not an ethical principle involved. 


* Beneficence - Beneficence is to do good, which is not the ethical principle involved. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 

Veracity is associated with telling the truth. The doctor lied about possible side effects and broke the 
principle of veracity with the patient. 

REFERENCE: 

[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc, 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Veracity 


Question 2 A father comes to the pharmacy witha 
52398 identify the pill as he thinks this pi 


that his daughter has been tal 
his daughter to be suicidal. 


Inconect 


Fag question 


(senarteenocr 


Question 3 
D: 52399 
Inconect 


Flag question 


lf the pharmacist reveals to the father the type of the medication because of the concern regarding suicide 
which principle was followed by the pharmacist versus violated, respectively? 


Select one: 
Fidelity x% 3 
ere Rose Wang (ID: 113212) this answer is incorrect. Fidelity (which is the underlying 
Sain principle of the practice of confidentiality) is not followed by the pharmacist. Instead, 


fidelity was violated. Veracity means telling the truth. 


Non-maleficence versus fidelity ¥ 
Veracity versus fidelity % 
Beneficence versus autonomy X 


Marks for this submission: 0.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when locking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is essentially the opposite of beneficence or doing good for the patient. 


The principle followed was non-maleficence, taking steps to prevent harm (disclosure of the type of 
medication since she is suicidal) versus fidelity, which would be violated by disclosing any information about 
the type of medication to the father. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Non-maleficence versus fidelity - The principle followed was non-maleficence, taking steps to prevent 
harm (disclosure of the type of medication since she is suicidal) versus fidelity, which would be 
violated by disclosing any information about the type of medication to the father. 


Incorrect Answers: 


* Fidelity versus veracity - Fidelity (which is the underlying principle of the practice of confidentiality) is 
not followed by the pharmacist. Instead, fidelity was violated. Veracity means telling the truth. 


* Veracity versus fidelity - Veracity means telling the truth, but there is more to why the pharmacist 
wants to reveal the type of medication. The pharmacist is worried about harm (non-maleficence). 
Fidelity is being violated. 


* Beneficence versus autonomy - Beneficence is for the well-being of the daughter. This is not the 
principle that is being followed by the pharmacist. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 
Non-maleficence is to do no harm, Fidelity is to be loyal and uphold the confidentiality of the patient. 
REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Non-maleficence versus fidelity 


A pharmacist with a strong belief against abortion and who believes life begins at conception refuses 
to dispense the morning after pill to a 15 year old teenager. 


By taking this position, the pharmacist has violated all of the following principles EXCEPT: 


Select one: 
Fidelity Y 
Justice X 
Autonomy % 


sce 1.112979) thie 


Question 4 
ip:s2an2 


inconect 


Fleg question 
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violated by refusing the patient their choice of medication. 


Beneficence X 


Marks for this submission: 0.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Autonomy versus interference with the physician-patient relationship is the dilemma. The patient was not 
provided with the opportunity to make her own decision due to the physician's paternalistic approach. 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will, This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing harm where possible. It is essentially the opposite of beneficence or doing good for the patient. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


* Fidelity - There is no violation of fidelity in this case. 


Incorrect Answers: 


Justice - There is a violation of the principle to treat all patients fairly and equitably, especially in 
respecting their right ta be self-governing decision-makers in their own healthcare 


Autonomy - The patient's autonomy is being violated by refusing the patient their choice of 
medication. 


Beneficence - The pharmacist is not serving and protecting the best interest of the patient by refusing 
to provide the medication. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


Confidentiality is not broken in this case, If the pharmacist contacted a parent to notify them, confidentiality 
would be broken 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 


[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Fidelity 


A pharmacist has very strong belief against abortion, The pharmacy he works in carries the morning 
after pill. A 13 year old teenager comes to the pharmacist for the “morning after pill.” 


What action should the pharmacist take? 


Select one: 
Have a discussion on his x 
moral grounds with this Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is incorrect. It is not 
teenager appropriate for pharmacists to discuss moral choices with the 
teenager. 


Ask for the patient to go to another place to obtain the drug % 
Provide information on alternatives such as adoption agencies % 


Refer the patient in a non-judgemental way to someone who can dispense it~ 


Marks for this submission: 0.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


Question 5 
:52403 


Corect 


Flag question 


(sera ree 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviors. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of doing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is essentially the opposite of beneficence or doing good for the patient. 


RATIONALE: 


Correct Answer: 


* Refer the patient in a non-judgmental way to someone who can dispense it - If you are unable to 
provide the service due to ethical/religious beliefs then you need to be able to explain this to the 
patient and arrange to provide an alternative individual who can without inconveniencing the patient. 


Incorrect Answers: 


+ Have a discussion on his moral grounds with this teenager - It is not appropriate for pharmacists to 
discuss moral choices with the teenager. 


* Ask for the patient to go to another place to obtain the drug - This violates the principle of 
beneficence. Providing pharmaceutical care means making arrangements for the patient to get the 
service if you are not able to provide it. 


+ Provide information on alternatives such as adoption agencies - Do not lecture or patronize the 
patient. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


The pharmacist should either dispense the medication or refer the patient to someone who can. It is to 
violate ethics to not benefit the patient. In this case, the benefit is referring the teenager to a pharmacy that 
will dispense the medication. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. Ethical Standards. httos://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/service/f/fetal- 
care/ethical 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Refer the patient in a non-judgemental way to someone who can dispense it 


The Pharmacy and Therapeutics Committee has a meeting to review the evidence and to make 
decisions on whether certain costly medications should be included for a specific population or all 
patients in the formulary. 


The decision making by the committee should be based around which of the following ethical principles? 


Select one: 


Veracity X 
Non-maleficence % 
Autonomy X 
Justice ¥ 


Rose Wang (1D:113212) this answer is correct. The distribution of medical care and drugs 
is based on the principle of justice. 


Marks for this submission: 1.0/1.0. 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviors. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Question 6 
D:52363 


incorect 


Flag question 


benericence ıs tne principie ot Going gooa or promoung tne patient s pest Interest In tne aecision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information, 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when locking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


The last ethical principle involves nonmaleficence. This includes doing no harm, preventing harm and 
removing a harm where possible. It is essentially the opposite of beneficence or doing good for the patient. 


The distribution of medical care and drugs should be based on the principle of justice. The Pharmacy and 
Therapeutics committee needs to make a decision based on justice to ensure everyone gets the drug if 
started on it versus not get the drug if they are not able to use their own supply. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


« Justice - The distribution of medical care and drugs is based on the principle of justice 


Incorrect Answers: 


e Veracity - Veracity is about ensuring that resources are distributed equally and decisions are made 
based on the principle of justice. 


* Non-maleficence - Non-maleficence is about ensuring that resources are distributed equally and the 
decision is made based on the principle of justice. 


+ Autonomy - Autonomy is about ensuring that resources are distributed equally and the decision is 
made based on the principle of justice. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 
The ethical principle of justice relates to the distribution of healthcare resources. 
REFERENCE: 


[1] Gincinnati Children’s Hospital. Ethical Standards. httos://www.cincinnatichildrens.org/service/f/fetal- 
care/ethical 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Justice 


THE NEXT 2 QUESTIONS INCLUSIVE REFER TO THE FOLLOWING CASE: 


The Pharmacy and Therapeutics (P&T) Committee is involved with making decisions on which drugs 
to include on a formulary and to set guidelines on their use in a hospital. AV is a pharmacy 
representative in the committee that is in favour of listing a new antiarrhythmic on the formulary. As 
a pharmacist, AV has given numerous presentations on this medication and received honoraria 
payments from the pharmaceutical company for his work. 


Which of the following ethical principles most applies to this case? 


Select one: 


Non- ? 
malèficendi Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is incorrect. Non-maleficence does not apply 


to this case. 
Confidentiality x 

Fidelity ¥ 

Justice % 


Marks fer this submission: 0.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Autonomy is the principle that reflects on respecting the patient's choice or free will. This ethical principle 
should involve both a decision to choose and to refuse treatment or action such as dispensing. 


Beneficence is the principle of daing good or promoting the patient's best interest in the decision taken. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as it is our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information, 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


Justice is a principle that reflects equity and fairness. This principle is important when looking at how we 
distribute resources and treatments. 


Tha lact athical nrincinla inualvac nanmalafiranra Thie inclidac daina na harm nravantina harm and 


Question 7 
D:5364 


Correct 


Flag question 
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removing a harm where possible. It is essentially the opposite of beneficence or doing good for the patient. 


If the pharmacist approving the drug also receives honoraria from the company producing this drug then a 
conflict of interest exists. Fidelity is the principle that recognizes the duty of clinicians to act loyally towards 
their patients and it is this loyalty that could be impacted when a clinician has incentives towards acting for 
other interests that may not align with the patient's interests. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


« Fidelity - Fidelity is the principle of remaining loyal and true. With an inherent financial bias, the 
pharmacist may not make the best, ethical decision. 


Incorrect Answers: 
* Non-maleficence - Non-maleficence does not apply to this case. 
* Confidentiality - Confidentiality does not apply to this case. 


« Justice - Justice does not apply to this case. Justice involves the fair and equal distribution of 
resources. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


Fidelity is the principle regarding staying loyal and true. There is a bias when financial incentives for a specific 
medication come into place for someone who has an impact on hospital formularies. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102,4.006 


The correct answer is: Fidelity 


Based on the information presented which of the following is true? 


Select one: 


There is no ethical issue since there are other members who can vote on this issue. X% 


There is an issue and this {v 

pharmacist should disclose this Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is correct. There exists 
information and abstain from an ethical issue and the pharmacist should declare his 
discussions and voting on this conflict of interest to the committee and should abstain from 
issue. the discussions and voting on this issue. 


There is no issue as long as physicians are the prescriber of the drugs on the formulary X 


There is an issue which does nat need to be disclosed at this meeting until it is time to vote X 


Marks for this submission: 1.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviors. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


Fidelity is the principle that states loyalty and keeping true to our words. This principle forms the basis of 
confidentiality as itis our loyal duty to retain personal and confidential information. 


Honesty/veracity is the fourth ethical principle which states we as medical professionals should tell the truth 
without deception or without an intention to mislead. 


There exists an ethical issue and the pharmacist should declare his conflict of interest prior to, or at the 
beginning of, the committee meeting, and should abstain from discussing or voting on this issue. Any 
financial incentive given to presenters may skew information given or the attitude of the presenter. In this 
case, the pharmacist should disclose this financial obligation at the beginning of the presentation and should 
not be allowed to vote. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 


e There is an issue and this pharmacist should disclose this information and abstain from discussions 
and voting on this issue. - There exists an ethical issue and the pharmacist should declare his conflict 
of interest to the committee and should abstain from the discussions and voting on this issue. 


Incorrect Answers: 


e There is no ethical issue since there are other members who can vote on this issue. - There is an 
issue as even one vote could potentially change a decision, and the other committee members could 
ba swayed by anything you present or share with the committee. 


* There is no issue as long as physicians are the prescriber of the drugs on the formulary. - There is an 
issue regardless of who prescribes the drug. 


Question 8 
iD: 52404 
Correct 

Flag question 


= 


* There is an issue which does not need to be disclosed at this meeting until it is time to vote. - 
Information presented to the audience during the P&T session may impact others’ decision to list or 
not list the product. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


There is a conflict of interest due to a financial obligation from the pharmacist. He should disclose any 
pharmaceutical biases such as incentives for medications to the P&T Committee. 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bioethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 

[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256, doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006. 


The correct answer is: There is an issue and this pharmacist should disclose this information and abstain from 
discussions and voting on this issue. 


You have a prescription for gonadotropin-releasing hormone for a ten-year-old boy. The drug is only 
indicated for the treatment of advanced prostatic cancer. 


The most appropriate step is to: 


Select one: 


Dispense the prescription as written and review your concerns with the parents highlighting that the % 
physician has prescribed the wrong drug 


Speak to’the physician and review that you will not dispense this prescription for an adolescent  % 
child 


You should not dispense the drug and discuss your concerns with the parents % 


Complete a literature review to see if there Y n 
are any studies in children and discuss any Rose Wang (ID:113212) this answer is 


issues with the doctor prior to interacting correct. You should complete a literature search 
with the parents to see if there are any studies looking at the use 


of GnRH în children. 


Marks for this submission: 1.0/1.0. 


TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 
To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. This case would include the principles of non-maleficence. 


Ideally, the pharmacist should complete a literature search to see if there are any studies looking at the use 
of GnRH in children. It is important to review the information and your plan with the physician prior to 
discussing them with the parents in order to maintain the physician-patient relationship. A discussion of off- 
label use should occur with the parents so that they are aware of. 


The pharmacist should review your concerns with the physician first prior to interacting with the parents. It is 
important not to disrupt the patient-physician relationship by introducing doubt to the parents about 
physician knowledge. For example, telling a patient that her physician has made an error would put blame on 
the physician and decrease the confidence of the parents about the physician. Communicating with the 
physician is important but it is important to listen to the rationale of the physician first prior to just letting 
them know that you will not dispense the drug. There may be a non-label use for this drug. The pharmacist- 
physician relationship can be broken in this scenario. You need to complete research on the indication, talk to 
the physician first to see if the drug can be used as off-label, then review the concerns with the parents. 
Pretending not to have the drug so that you can absolve yourself of any responsibilities is not professional 
and violates the ethical principle of veracity. 


RATIONALE: 
Correct Answer: 
* Complete a literature review to see if there are any studies in children and discuss any issues with 


the doctor prior to interacting with the parents - You should complete a literature search to see if 
there are any studies looking at the use of GnRH in children. 


Incorrect Answers: 


* Dispense the prescription as written and review your concerns with the parents highlighting that 
the physician has prescribed the wrong drug - You should review your concerns with the physician 
first prior to interacting with the parents. 


Speak to the physician and review that you will not dispense this prescription for an adolescent 
child - Communicating with the physician is important but it is to listen to the rationale of the 
physician first prior to just letting them know that you will not dispense the drug. 


You should not dispense the drug and discuss your concerns with the parents - You need to 
complete research on the indication, and talk to the physician to see if the drug can be used off-label, 
before reviewing concerns with the parents and informing them of the off-label use. 

TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 

The pharmacist needs to do literature research and have an open conversation with the physician in order to 


fully understand the reason for prescribing an off-label use drug. Non-maleficence is the principle of doing 
no harm, 


REFERENCE: 


[1] The Canadian Bioethics Companion. Caring for Patients. http://canadianbioethicscompanion.ca/the- 
canadian-bicethics-companion/chapter-2-the-doctor-patient-relationship/. 


[2] Winkelstein P, Byrd GD. A comparative analysis of moral principles and behavioral norms in eight ethical 
codes relevant to health sciences librarianship, medical informatics, and the health professions. J Med Libr 
Assoc. 2014; 102(4): 247-256. doi: 10.3163/1536-5050.102.4.006 


The correct answer is: Complete a literature review to see if there are any studies in children and discuss any 
issues with the doctor prior to interacting with the parents 


A patient brings a prescription written by a US physician for glyburide 5 mg PO BID for 3 months. She 
is planning on staying in Canada for 1 month for a business trip. 


Which of the following would be the most appropriate step to follow? 


Select one: 


Do not dispense and advise patient to hold off taking the medication until she is able to geta new % 
prescription 


Inquire whether she has any supply before dispensing and releasing the prescription % 


Do not dispense the prescription and suggest to the patient Y 


to go to a walk-in clinic to be assessed by a Canadian Rose Wang (ID:113212) this 

physician and if necessary provide 24 hour emergency answer is correct. This is the 

supply most appropriate course of 
action 


Do not dispense the prescription and tell the patient that she can only get the medication inthe X 
United States 


Marks for this submission: 1.0/1.0. 
TOPIC: Ethics 


LEARNING OBJECTIVE: 


To identify the appropriate ethical principle involved and determine the most appropriate course of action. 


BACKGROUND: 


Ethics is the science behind distinguishing between right and wrong in human behaviours. There are six main 
ethical principles in pharmacy practice. There is no set order with these principles and one principle does not 
override or take precedence over another. 


This case relates to non-maleficence. 


A prescription for an American citizen can be dispensed if written by a Canadian licensed physician or an 
American licensed physician with a Canadian license. The patient does not need to wait until going back to 
the US to get the prescription filled since they could get the required prescription from a walk-in clinic in 
Canada. Under no circumstances are pharmacists able to dispense a prescription written by an American 
physician without a Canadian license. Furthermore, it is inappropriate and may be seen as harmful for the 
pharmacist to recommend skipping doses until the patient gets a new prescription. This is the principle of 
non-maleficence. 


Providing an emergency supply would be appropriate if this prescription was written by a Canadian physician 
and you can contact the physician or the patient can make arrangements to obtain the medications within 
the next few days. The professional obligation of “doing no harm" is the basis of providing an emergency 
supply. 

RATIONALE: 


Correct Answer: 
* Do not dispense the prescription and suggest to the patient to go to a walk-in clinic to be 


assessed by a Canadian physician and if necessary provide 24 hour emergency supply - This is 
the most appropriate course of action. 


Incorrect Answers: 


* Do not dispense and advise patient to hold off taking the medication until she is able to get a 
new prescription - It is inappropriate and harmful for the pharmacist to recommend skipping doses 
of glyburide until the patient gets a new prescription. 


Inquire whether she has any supply before dispensing and releasing the prescription - Under no 
circumstances are pharmacists able to dispense a prescription written by an American phys 
without a Canadian license 


Do not dispense the prescription and tell the patient that she can only get the medication in the 
United States - The patient does not need to wait until going back to the US to get the prescription 
filled since they could get the required prescription from a physician in Canada. 


TAKEAWAY/KEY POINTS: 


A prescription from an American physician may not be filled. A Canadian physician may co-sign this 
prescription or write a new one. If necessary, a pharmacist may dispense an emergency supply to cover the 
time for the patient to see a Canadian physician. 
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